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L A Relation of a New Ifland, which was raifed up
from the Bottom of the Sea, on the 23d of May
1707. in the Bay of Santorini, in the Archi-

pelago. Written by Father Goree (a Fefnit) an

Eye-witnefs.

MONG the Prodigies of Nature, and the moft
furprizing things which She has ac any time pro-
duc’d, we may, in my Opinion, very jultly reckon an
Ifland which rofe up from the Bottom of the Sea,
about 4 Years ago, in the Bay which makes the Harbour
of the Ifle of Santorini in the Archipelsgo 5 efpecially if
we confider the Situation, Manner, and all the other
Circumftances of the Formation of this New Ifland.
For what can be more furprizing, than to fee Fire, not
only break out of the Bowels of the Earth, bur alfo
to make itfelf a Paflage through the Waters of the Sea,
without being extinguithed > Or what can be more
extraordinary, or forcign to our common Notions of
things, than to fee the Bottom of the Sea rife up into
a Mountain above the Water, and to become fo firm
an Illand, as to be able to refift the violence of the
greate(t Storms ? I know very well, that Subterraneous
Fires, when pent in a narrow Paflage, are able to raife up
a Mafs of Earth as large as an Ifland : But that this
fhould be done in fo regular and exact a manner, that
the Water of the Sea cannot any ways penetrate to, and
extinguith them 5 that the Fire itfelf, after having made
{o many Vent-holes and Paflages, fhould notwithftand.
ing retain a force fufficient to raife up fo great a Mafs;
and in fine, after the Fire is extin, that this great Mafs
thould not fall or fink down again thro’ its own weight,
but
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but ftill remain of the fame Height that the Fire had
raifed its This is what to me feems more furprizing
than any thing that has been related of Mount Gibel,
Vefuvius, or any other Volcano.

Yet this is not the firlt time that thefe Prodigies in
Nature have been feeq at Santorini : PFor, if it be not true,
thae this Ifland itfelf, which was anciently call'd Therq,
was in like manner raifed out of the Sea (as Pliny aflures
us it was,) it is at lealt moft certain, that three other
fmall Iflands (two of which lye within the Bay of San-
torini, and the third a little without it) have been
formed and raifed up above the Sea by Subterraneous
Fires.

The firlt of thefe Iflands, which was anciently call'd
Hiera, becaufe it was (as is thought) dedicated to Plute,
is now named Megali Kammeni, that is to {ay, the Great
Burnt Ifland. Fuftin (I. 30. c. 4 ) {peaking of the firlk
War of the Romans with the Macedonians, and of the
two Months Truce which Philzp King of Macedon, and
Father of Perfes, then demanded, and which he obtain’d,
according to Salianus, the 4th Year ot the 145th Olym-
piad, and the 196th Year before the Birth of our Lord,
tells us, that this I{land rofe up from the Bottom of the
Sea this very Year after an Earthqguake. His Words are
thele. Eodem anno inter Infulas Theramenem & Theras
fiam, medio utrinfque ripe O maris [patio, terre motus fuit 5
in quo, cum admiratione navigantinm, repente ex profundo
cum calidis aquis infula ewerfit. '

It became half as big again, in the Year of our Lord
726, by the joyning of another Ifland to it ;5 which, ac-
cording to the Relation of Theophanes, a Greek Author,
cited by Baronius, rofe alfo out of the Sea, and railed
itfelf exa&ly to the famc height as the Ifland Hiera,
and united {fo well to it, that at- this time there remains
no other mark of its joyning, than only a Cleft or
Fiffure, which reaches from one end of the Ifland ;10

the
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the - other, and in feveral Places is not half a Foot
broad..

The fame thing happened a fecond time in the Year
¥457. as appears by a Latiz In{cription upon a Marble
at JSawtorini : But with this difference, that the Sub-
terraneous Fire, a‘ter having raifed to the height of 5
or 6 Foot above the Water a vaft quantity of Rocks,,
which formed a {pace about a Mile in Circumference,
opened a Paffage for the Sea-Water to enter, by which
it was extingui(h'd 5 and the middle of that {pace re-
main’d fo low, that the Sea flowing into it by a Sub-
terraneous Canal, made there a {mall Lake, which con-
tinues to this Day.
~ As to the fecond Ifland, which is a little without the
Bay, and is call’d in Greek Afpronifi, or the White Ifland,
becaufe the Earth, with which it is covered, is white
like Lime 5 Pliny, who lived in the time of the Emperor
Vefpafian, {ays, that it rofc out of the Sea, and appeared
in his time.

The third I{fand, which is the lealt, and is called by
the Greeks Mikri Kammeni, or the Leffer Burns Ifland,
was formed in the Year 1573. according to. the relation
of feveral Old People, who learned it of their Ance-
ftors: And it is between this little Ifland and the Great
Kammeniy that on the 23d of May (New Stile) in the
Year 1707. at break of Day, the New Ifland, of which
1 am now goiag to {peak, was firlt difcovered.

Five Days before it appeared, wiz. on the 18th of
My, between one and two of the Clock in the After-
nocn, there was at Sautorini an Earthquake, which was.
aot violent, and continued but a Moment: And in
the Night between the 22d and 23d, there was alfo.
another, which was yet le(s fenfible than the former.

It is natural to imagine, that it was then, that the-
New Ifland firft began to move and raife itfelf from the

Bottern of the Sea: Yet, if we confider, that thefe two
Earth-
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Earthquakes were not viclent, and lafted but 2 Moment
and that the Bottom of the Sea was in this Place from 8¢
to 100 Fathom deep, it feems difficulc to believe, that
in § Days time, it could rife to this Height. What in-
clines me to think the contrary, is, thac the Height it
is at prefent above the Surface of the Sea, and which iz
did not arrive to in lefs than 3 Years time, is much lefs
than that from the Bottom of the Sea to the Surface of
the Water, as I (hall fhow hereafier. Add to this, thar
a long time before thefe Earthquakes, the Fifhermen
perceived an ill Smell every time they paffed by that
place ; which fhows that the Mland had then begun to
move : Notwith{tanding it 1s very certain, that there
have not been any other Earthquakes at Santorizi, than
thofe, which, 14 or 15 Years ago, continued for feve-
ral Days, and were very violent. Howfoever it was,
fome Seamen difcover’d this Ifland early in the Morning ;
but not being able to diftinguith what it was, they
imagined it to be fome Veflel that had fuffered Ship-
wrack, and was driven thither by the Sca. In hopes of
making an Advantage to themfclves by it, they went
irmmediately to it ; but as foon as they found that it
was a New Ifland, they grew afraid, and returning as
haftily back again, {pread the report over the whole I-
fland 5 which was the more readily credited, becauft all
the Inhabitants knew, and feveral of them had them-
felves feen, what happened in the Year 1650. There
was then a New Ifland, like to the prefent, which, be-
tween the Ilands of Santorini, Nio, and Anrdro, rofc up
by means of Subterrancous Fires, which caufed feveral
violent Earthquakes, accompanied with a roaring Noife
under ground, Sulphureous Exhalations, an infupportable
Stench, and a black Smoak, which rofe out of the Sea
with Flames to the height of 10 or 12 Cubits. The
Sea was then fo toflfed backwards and forwards by tie

terrible Shocks of the Earth, that it overflowed and
Ece defltroyed
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deftroyed 30000 Perches of Land in Sautorini 5 and the
Air was fo infected with Exhalations which came from
the Fire, that 25 Perfons, and a great many Beafts, were
frified. At laft, when this Ifland bhad not above 3 or 10
Fathom of Water to rife, {o as to appear above the Sur-
face of the Sca, the force of the Subterraneous Fire was
{o violert, as to opena Paflage before its time, by which
the Water of the Sea entring in like a Torrent, extin-
guifhed the Fire, and this Mafs ot Earth and Stones did
not rife any higher. Let us now return to cur now
Phaoomenon.

How great foever the Fright of the Inhabitants of
Santorini was, at the firft fight of this New ifland, ve
a few Days after, not feeing any appearance cither of
Fire or Smoak, fome of them, more bold that the reft,
took a rcfolurion to go and view the Situation of it :
‘Which they did accordingly 5 and not imagining any
Danger, went on Shore upon it.  As they had no other
defign, but to fatisfy their Curiofity, they pafied from
one Rock tc another, upon which they met with feve-
ral very remarkable Curiofities ; among which we may
reckon a fort of White Stone, which cuts like Bread,
and refembles it fo well in form, colour, and confiftence,
that were it not for its tafte any one would take it for
real Bread: Eut what pleafed them more, was a great
number of frefh Oylters which they found fticking to
the Rocks; which being very fcarce in that Country,
by reafon of the depth of the Sea, they got as many of
them as they could.

While they were bufy about this, they perceived the
ifland move and fhake under their Feer.  This was fuf-
ficient to make them leave it immediately, and to return
back fafter than they came. In fhort, the rifing of the
Mland was vifible to the Eye, and it encreafed not only
i Height, but alfo in Length and Bredth, Tho? it was
already between 15 and 20 Foot high above the Sea, it

could
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could not yet be feen from the Mountain Merswigli, or
the Caltle of Scaro, which ftands upon the Shore, by
reafon the Lefler Kammerni, above mentioned, lay be-
tween, and hinder’d the fight: But at 15 Days end, they
began to {ee it from Merovigli, and in a few Days after,
from the Caftle of Scaro fituated upon another Mountain,
which, tho’ it be very high, in refpet to the Sea, yet it
is much lower than that of Merowvigli, to which it joyns.
From whence we may judge how much this New Ifland
grew in Height in a few Days.

As the motion, by which this Ifland increafed every
Day in Height, was fometimes equal, and at other times
unequal, in refpect to all the Parts of o great a Mafs s
fo it did not always rife equally on every fide. Tt of-
ten happened, that while it grew in Height and Length
on one f{ide, it funk down and decreafed on the other.
I one Day faw a Rock rife out of the Sea, at 40 or 50
Paces diftant from the Ifland, which I continued to ob-
ferve for 4 Days together 5 at the end of which time it
funk again into the Sea, and did not appear any more :
But this was different from what happened to fome o-
thers ; which having difappeared, at this did, they re-
appeared again fome time after.

The Lefler Kammeni, which lies very near, was often
fhaken with the Motion which raifed this New Ifland.
From a fmall Cleft, which we obferved upon the top of
this little 1fland, fometimes Stones would break loofe 3
which rolling down its fides into the Sea, would raife,
as it were, a Cloud of Duft, which fome People took
to be Smoak, bat in reaiity it was not f{o;

At this time, the Sea, which is contained within
the Gulf or Bay of Santorini, {everal times changed its
Colour : At firft it appeared Green, afterwards Redifh,
and fometime after of a Yellowifh Colour ; with a
Stink, which f{preading itfelf over great part of Santo-
rini, made us imagine that this Colour procseded from

Eec 2 nothing
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nothing elfe but the Sulphur with which the Sea was
covered.

The Smoak appeared firft upon the 16th of Fuly : At
wkich time, from a place in the Sea, where (they affured
me) they could never before find any Bottom, and which
was above 60 Paces diftant from the New Ifland (which
they then called the White Ifland) there rofe up a Ridge
of Black Stones, which the Greeks, by reafon of their
hardnefs, call Sideropetres, or Iron-Stones, which formed
another Ifland, named by the Inhabitants the Black Ifland;
and which was afterwards not only the Center of the
whole Ifland, but alfo of the Fire, and Smoak, and

reat Noife, that was heard fome time after.

The Smoak, which iflued out of this Ridge of Stones,
or Black Ifland, was very thick and white, as if it had
proceceded frem § or 6 Lime-Kilns joyned together
and being carried by a North Wind towards the Caftle
of Acrotiri, it went into the Houlfes of the Inhabitants,
but wirhout caufing any great annoyance, becaufe it had
no very ill Smell. Four Days after the Smcak had thus
appeared, they faw in the Night time Fire iffuing out
from the fame place.

It was then, that the Inhabitants of Samtorini, and
efpecially thofe of the Caftle of Scaro, began to be in
good earncft afraid. They confidered that their Caftle
was fituated upon a2 Promontory, that was very narrow,
and ncar to the Black Iland ; and that the time drew
near, in which they maft expect it either to be blown up
into the Air, or overturn'd by fome Shock of the
Earth. They bad continually before their Eyes Fire
and Smoak 5 and this difmal Spetacle made them ap-
prehend, that there might be f{everal Mines of Vitriol
and Sulphur in the Wand of Santorini, which would
foon take Fircs and that therefore the fafelt way for
them was to abandon the Country, and retire to fome
other Ifland, And indeed fome took this refolution

and
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and there was no other way left to fatisfy the reft, but
by telling them, that if they would retire farther into
the Country, they would be fafe there; and that if the
Caltle was in Danger, yet they muft neceflarily fee the
Lefler Kammeni firft entirely deftroyed, not only becaufe
it lay between the Caftle and the Black 1fland, but alfo
becaufe it was much nearer to it than to the Caftle.

The Turks, who were then at Santorini, collefting the
Tribute which this Ifland pays yearly to the Grand
Signior, were not lefs afraid than .the other People :
Being amazed to fee Fire break out of the Sea where it
was fo deep, they intreated the Chriftians to pray to
God, and efpecially to make their young Children cry
Kirie Eleifon 5 becaufe, as they faid, the Children not ha-
ving offetnded God, they couid more eafily appeafe his
Anger than older Perfons. The Fire, however, was
then but very little; being not above the breadth of the
Mou:h of a Furnace, and did not appear in the Day
time, but only-in the Nighr, from Sun fetting to Sun
rifing 5 and was fo far from {preading the whole length
ot the Ridge of Srones above-mention’d, that it pef-
fefs’d but one fmall part of it, which was always after-
wards the common Paflage for the Smoak and Fire,
which I thall fpeak of hereafter.

As for the firft Ifland, or White Ifland, we did not
fec there cither Fire or Smoak 3 yet it conrinued to grow
bigger s but the Black Ifland increafed much falter.. We
faw every Day great Rocks rife up on every fide of it,
which made it fometimes longer, and at other times
broader 5 and by the Height of them we could very nearly
judge how many Foot it rofe up every Day or Night
Sometimes thefe Rocks joyned to the Ifland, and at o-
ther times they were at a diftance from it 3 fo that in
lefs than a Month, there were four little Black Iflands,
which in a few Days after, united together, and made
but one Ifland. A

]
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As the Smoak encreafed very much, and there was
go Wind ftirring, it rofe up to the middle Region
of the Air, fo as to be feen (Tas {everal credible Per-
{ons affured me) at Candiaz, Naxos, and other Iflands s
and in the Night time it appear’d of a Flame to 15 or 20
Foot high. The Sea was at that time covered with a.
Matter or Froath, which in fome places was reddifh,
and in others yellowith ; from whence there proceeded
{fo great a Stench over the whole Ifland of Santorini,
that for fear of being infeted, feveral Perfons were ob-
liged to burn incenfe, and others to make Fires upon the
tops of their Houfes, to difperic it and o purify the Air.
By good luck it did not continuc above a Day and half ;
for a ftrong South-Weft Wind arofe, which, together
with the Motion of the Sea, did indeed difperfe this
troathy Matter, but occafioned otherways a great da-
mage to the belt part of the lland of Samtorini. At
that time they were in great hopes of having fhortly a
very pleaiiful Vintage ; when this Wind carried all the
‘Smoak on upon their Vineyards, which burnt them up
in fuch a manner, that the Grapes (which were not yet
ripe) turned in one Nights time like dryed Raifons, fo
that they were forced afterwards to throw them away,
becaufz of their fowernefs; which was a great Grie-
vance to moft of the Inhabitants, the greateft part of
whofe Revenue confilts in Wines.
~ The firft who brought this forrowful News was a
poor honelt Man, who fail’d not early every Morn-
ing to vifit his {mall Vineyard, and was not a lirtle re-
joyc'd to fee it fo well ftord with plenty of good
Fruit: He went as ufual, not dreading this unlook’d
for Calamity 5 and finding it all thus unexpe&edly
blafted, was ftruck with fuch fudden Aftonithment, that
he wandered about a long time like one out of his Senfes,
looking for his Vineyard in the Vineyard itfelf 5 but
voring to himfelf, at length returned home, proclaim-

‘
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ing his misfortune in fuch a Tone, and with iuch Lx-
preflions of Grief and Amazement, asrais’d at once both
Pity and Laughter.

Nor was this the only effe& occalion’d by this thick
Smoak 5 for it is farther remarkable, that Silver and
and Copper were changed black by it: And tho” fome
Pecple, who were forced to pafs thro’ the Smoak in
going to their Houfes, aflured me, that it had no very
ill fmell with it ; yet feveral of them were, that and the
next Day after, troubled with great pains of their Head.
At this time the White Ifland, which (as I have faid
before) fcemed to be above the Lefler Kammeni, and
could be feen from the firlt Floor of the Hounfes in the
Cattle of Scars, funk down fo low, that it could not be
{een from the fecond.

Hitherto the Sea had not been obferved to boil up,
or any Noife heard upon the Black I{land : But upeon
the 31t of Fu’y, the Sea was fecen to emit Smoak at rwo
feveral Places; one of which was about 30, and the o-
ther above 60 Paces diftant from the Ifland. In thefe
two places, both of which were perfe&tly round, the
Water of the Sea looked like Oyl, and feemed to rife
up and bubble: Which is continued to do for more
than a Month 5 in which time there were a great many
Fifhes found dead on the Shore, occafioned by their hap-
pening to have been too near thefe two Places.

The Night following there was heard a dull hollow
Noife, much like that of feveral Cannons fhot off at a
diftance: And at the fame time there was feen to rife
out of the mid&t of the Funnel Flames of Fire, which
darted very high iato the Air, and difappeared imme-
diately. Next Day there was heard feveral Returns of
the fame Noife, which was followed by a Smoak, not
white, as ufuial, but blackith; and which, notwithftand-
ing a very freth North Wind, rofe up in a Moment; to
a prodigious Height, in form of a Column, and in the

Night
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Night time would, in all probability, have appeared, as
if it were all on Fire.

Anguft the 7tha the Noife alter'd 5 and from being
dull, as befcre, it became very loud, and refembled the
Noife which is made when feveral great Stones are
thrown all together into a very deep Well: And }
really believe that this Great Noife was occafioned by
feveral large pieces of Rocks, which after having been
raifed up with the Hland by the viclence of the tire,
broke of by reafon of their weight, and feil back agsin
into che Subterranecan Caverns. What confirms me in
this thought is, that I {aw then the Ends of this Hland
in {0 great a Motion, that after having appear’d for {omz
Days, they then difappear'd, and 2ftcrwards re-appear’d
agzina-new. Howfoever it was, chis Noife after having
continued fo for ncar a Month, was rollowed by another
much louder and more extraordinasy : [t {o nearly re.
fembled Thunder, that when it did really Thunder, as
it happen’d to do 3 or 4 times, there was very little dif-
ference between the one and the other.

As the Paffage, which the Fire had made itlelf by its
violence thro’ fo many Rocks, was not, in all probabi-
lity, in a ftrait Line, and was in fome places narrower,
and in others larger and mere free 3 fo it is probable,
that the Fire, or rather the Salphureous and burning
Exhalations, caufed this great Neife, by turning from
fide to fide in thefe winding Caverns, and endeavouring
to get a Paffage out, which was difficult for them to
find : Which was the caufe that the Noife of this Sub-
terrancous Thunder was fomermes not fo loud, and a
itttle while after grew more violent,and fometimes was {o
ftunning, that People talking together could fecarce hear
one another {peak 5 and that the Black Hland, which
was already very high, feemed to crack on every fide 5
and in thort, that the inclofed Fire, after feveral Wind-

ings and Turnings, having colletting a fufficient force,
was
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was able to break out with a Noife equal to that of fe-
veral Cannons diftharged at once:

Auguft 21. the Smoak deminithed confiderably, asalfo
the Fire: There did not appear any in the Night; but
the next Day both returned with greater force than ac
any time before: The Smoak was reddifh and very thick,
and the Fire fo great, that the Water of the Sea {inoak'd
and bubbled up all round the Black Ifland. *I had in
the Night the Curiofity to view with a Telefcope the
great Fire that appeared upon the Mountain of this
Ifland, and I number’d 6o Openings or Funnels, which
threw out all of them a very bright Fire, and were
divided from one another by Rocks. In all probabi-
lity there were others, and perhaps as many, on the o-
ther fide of the Mountain, which I could not fee. Next
Morning I obferved that the Ifland had been very much
raifed in the Night ; that a Range of Rocks about 50
Foot long was rofe out of the Water, which made the
Ifland broader than it was before 3 and that the Sea was
almoft covered over with the reddilh froathy Matter,
above-mentioned. This Matter, or Froth, appeared up-
on the Sea every time that the Iland increafed confide-
rably ; and occafioned a ftink, much like that of the
Sink of a Ship : Which we may imagine to arifc from a
flimy Earth mixed with Sulphur, which being raifed up
with the Rocks, and coming to be wathed off by the
Waves, was loofened-and diluted by the Water, and fo
fo fent up to the Surface the Salts with which it was
loaded.

The Fire had hitherto appeared but only in one place,
upon the Top of the Black Ifland ; but on the 5th of
September it made itfelf another Paffage, and appeared
at the End of that Ifland, on the fide next Terafiz, which
is another Ifland which fome Authors fay was tormerly
joyned to that of Samtorini, and was feparated from it

by an Earthquake. The Fire ‘did not continme at this
Fff End
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End but a few Days, during which it decreafed at the
place whence it ufcd commonly o iffue out.  And here
we were very agrecably furpriz’d, in ficing the Fire 3
feveral times dart out trom this place with u: 2.y Noife,
and rife up in the Airlikc alarge R cke. Toe tuiiowing
Days there was much the fame Spochicle ; for the Subier-
raneous Thunder, after having made a great Noife, broke
out from time to time witha Ciap as loud a5 thar of a
Cannon, (which the I: hibitante weie ‘hosr {6 &1 from be-
ing afraid of, that they took pleafure in viewn; i) and
was accompanied with a very beautitui and lurge Fire,
which fhooting up in an iniiant to a greer ticighte, tell
again on the 1fland, and illuminzted it almoft 11l over,
I cannot better reprefent the Figurc that the rie¢ made
in the Air, than by comparing it to a certain Aruficiol
Fire-work I have (een in France, and is there called the
Gerbe : But wich this differerce notwitiftanding, that
this Fire, of which I am fpeaking, rofe much higher. ard
was much larger, but not fo diftiit as that of the Gere,
The Pleafure, however, thit they had, in viewing
thefe Natural Fires, which {o nearly refembled Artficial
ones, was not a little difturbed by a Phenomenon which
the Inhabitants believed to be an ill Omen to them ; lor
immediately after the Fire was darted our, as [ have
faid, in the manoer of a Rocket, there appeared in the Air
a Blaze, in the form of a long fiery Sword, which con-
tinned fometiine, withcut moving, over the Caftic of
Scaro, and ofrerwards difappeared.

At that time alfo, the White [fland and the Black Ifland,
having increafed in length, in proportion as they rofe in
Height, uniied togecher 5 and the End of the Black ifland,
towaxds the Sourh-Eaft, began not to increafe-any more,
cither in Height or Length, while the End toward
the Weft increafed very fenfibly to the Sight : Which
makes me imagine, that the Mine of Sulphar being at
this place, and she Firc not finding any Paffage out here,

had
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had force to raife up this parc and not the other 5 tor
in the middle of the Ifland it always found Openings
to-iffuc our ar, together with the Siscak. It had then 4
Paflages there, which were fo ne»r one another, that one
could not well diftinguifh them afunder, but by theSmoak:
I do not mean that Smoak which commonly iflued out
and was continual, but that which rofe up at fome certain
times with a great forcey for this Smoak came. forth
fometimes from one Paflage, and fometimes from ano-
ther, and oftentimes out of all four together 5 fome-
times with a great Noife, and at other times without
any Noife at all, tho’ then alfo it iflued out with the
fame impetubfity.

Out of thefe Paffages aifo there came a whittling
Noife, like that of an Organ Pipe 5 which, by the vari-
ety of Sound it made, pleafed the Inhabicants as often
as the Subterraneous Thunder ceafed.

One would think, that the Noife of this Thunder
fhould not then be fo loud, by reafon of the feveral
Pafiages of which I have {poken; yet, notwithftanding,
it was not at any time fo great and fo frequent as .it
was then, and as it was above fix Months after. It
was then, as [ faid, like the Report of a Cannon:
And there did not pafs a Day or a Night, but we heard
5 or 6, fometimes 10 or 12 of ‘em; and at the fame
time feveral great burning Stones were thrown into the
Air 3 fome of which falling one Bay upon the Great
Kammens, {et fire to fome Thickets of Bufhes upon that
little Ifland 5 aud others being caft a great way into the
Sca, had certaialy deftroyed a fmall Vefltl that paffed by
at above a Miles difltance, if it had gone by never fo
litele later. Thefe Claps were always attended with this
Smoak I have mentioned, which was very different from
that which iffzed out continnally from the Gulf of Fire
almoft in the middle of the Ifland § for this was much
thicker and blacker, and rofe in an inftant much higher,
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and was not difperfed ’till fome time after, and then fell
in Afhes upon the Country, or into the Sea; fome of
which the Wind fowetimes carried as far as Awacaphi,
an Hland about 25 Miles diftant from the Bay of Saz-
torini.

Some Perfons had the Curicfity to gather fome of thefe
Afhes, (which were of a Colour between black and
white) and put them into the Fire, imagining they would
burn like Gun- powder, which they very much refembled ;
but they produced no other effc&, than only making
a fmall hitling Noife.

September the 18th, two Hours after Midnight, there
was an Earthquake at Santorini5 with which they were
the more furprized, becaufe they leatt fufpedted i,
the Subterrancous Fires having had fo free a Paflage
for fo long a time. It did not do any damage; and
had no ciher effe® than to enlarge very much the I-
fland, and to remove for fome Days the Fire and Smoak
into other Places, through new Paflages which it
made, and to incieafe very confiderably both of em.
And in truth, 1 never faw {o much Fire, or heard fuch
terrible Claps, as after this Earthquake. By the vio-
lence of thefe Claps, Houfts were fhaken at above 3
Miles diftance ; and out of the midft of a great Smoak,
which rofe up and appeared like a Mountain, one might
fee and hear great picces of Rocks fall down into the
Sea and upon the Ifland, which were thrown cut with
the fame Violence and Noife as a Ballet out of the
Mouth of a Cannon. ‘

The Leffer Kammeni was {everal times quite covered
over with great Stones cover’d with burning Sulphuy 5
feveral of which rolling afterwards from the top of this
little Ifland into the Sea, made a very bright Light and
pleafant appearance in the Night. I thought at firft,
that the Fire had pafled under ground from the New
Ifland te this; becaufle they are not very far afunder :
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But I foon found my miftake, and that this Fire pro-
ceeded oaly from thefe Stones fulphur’d over 5 for the
Sulphur, with which they were crufted over, being
confumed, they were all extinguifh’d in half a2 quarter
of an Hours time, except fome few which remained alighe
above half an Hour. One Day, when the Lefler Kanm-
meni_was all on Fire, after one of thefe furious Claps,
and the Air was (o too, thro’ the frequent Flafhes. of
Fire that appeared in the Clouds, we {aw, by a furpri-
zing Accident, three Flathes come out of the places
where the Fire was, which one counld not diftinguith
from real Lightning, but that they wase formed lower,
-and were at the two Ends of the Ifland. By the vio-
lence of one of thefe Claps, part of the top.of the New
Ifland was carried off into the Sea, and feveral Stones
‘were thrown to above two Miles diftance : And, as if
the Mine had been exhaufted by this great Clap, three
or four Days paffed without any Noife, and almoft
‘without any Fire or Smoak. They thought then, that
they fhould .have feen an end of it: But the Fire
kindled again, and the Ifland became more terrible than.
before. I was then at a Village 6 Miles diftant 5 where
we heard fo diftinttly (notwichftanding it lay under a
Mountain) the Blaft of the Miney that the Inhabitants
were fo frighted a¢ fuch an excraordinary Clap, that .
was forced to put ’em in heart, and they run immedi-
ately to Church to fay their Prayers, and recommend
themfelves to God. . At my return to the Caftle of
Scaro, 1 found the People much more alarmed than they
were in the Village; and was informed immediately,
that the Caftle had {uffered fo violent -a Shake, that
the Doors of the Houfes, and . the Windows that were
fhut, were opened by the force and violence of the

Clap.
February the 10th 1708. at half an Hour after Eight
of the Clock in the Morning, there was. another Eartl;»
quake
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‘quake at Santoriniy and fome Perfons affured me, that
there was another the Night betore, but not {o fenfible
as this. If we may judge by what is paft, our Volcano
is. fo far from drawing fhortly to an end, that it gets
new force by other Veins of Sulphur which take Fire
at a greater diftance. We have Inftances of this in the
Fire and Flames which rife fo frequincly into the Air,
and fall again over the whoele Ifland, making in ‘the
Night time as finc a Spectacle as was ever {een in Ar.
ficial Fire-Works. Befides this, feveral greac Rocks,
joyning to the Ifland, which before were even wich
the Water, have been raifed much higher; and the
Noife,  Smoak; and boyling of the Sca, increafe fo
tmuch, that tho’ the Inhabitants ot Semtorini have been
fo long accuftomed to fec all thefe things, yet they
could not help being more afraid than before. And
certainly not without reafon 3 for the Subterraneous
Noife was more violent than ever. and centinued feve-
ral Days together without avy Intermifion; and in
the fpace of a quarter of 2n Hour the Mine difcharged
atfelf 5 or 6 times; the Noife of which, with the great
quanticty of Stones it threw into the Air, the Shocks it
gave the Houfes, and the Fire which appeared in open
Day (which was never feen before) very much furpafles
all that I have before {poken of it.

‘The 15th of April was remarkable above all other
Days, for the great number and violence of the Claps
by: one of which, near 100 great Stones were mounted
up all at once into the Air, and fell again at above two
Miles diftance in the Sca. Tho’ I was then about three
Miles off from the New Hland, T obfirved one, of a fur-
prizing grea'nefs, which did not rife o high as the reft,
but was drivea farther, in a ftraic Line, like a Cannon
Ball. This happenzd to be Eaffer-Day (which was up-
on April the 4th, Oid Stile, which is ufed at Santo-
rini) aud this-Circnm@ance contributed noe a little to
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confirm feveral ignorant Greeks in the ridiculous Qpi-
nion they had, that this-New Ifland was one of
Mouths of Hell; fo that they did not fcruple to fay,
thas the Devils, not being able to bear that Day, as be-.
ing jealous of the Glory of the Refurre&tion of our
Lord, had made all the Efforts that Day that was pof«
fible: And their Bithop himfelf was {o infatuated with
this Opinion, as well as the reft, that he {poke to me
xery ferioufly about it, and asked me my Thoughts of
#t: But notwithftanding whatfocver I could fay to un-
deceive: him, 1 found that he perfilted in his Opmlon
and would not be perfivaded otherwife.

From: the 15th of April to the 23d of May, which
was a Year from the Bireh ot this New Ifland, whatI
have defcribed above, continued the fame; and I.did
not obferve'any thing mere in particular, unlefs it were
that the Hland increafed in Height and not in Length 5
‘and that one furious Clap beat down at once all the
top of it.3 which: by means of the Afhes and Stones
of all fizes that fell upemit Day and Night, was not
only repaired, but made much higher thaa it was be-
fore. All particulars began 10 abate afrerwards: The
Smoak decrcafed 5 ehe su'sterranecus Noife was not fo
vioknt 3 and the Ciaps, tho’ they were very frequents,
were not howover fo loud. by reafon that the l'unnels,
which gave 2 Paflage to.the Fire and Smoak, were then
much larger than (hey were before.

Hitherto I had not been to fee this Hland, but at a
diftance 3 for fear the fame fh--uld happen to me, as to
Pliny, when-he went to fee Mount Vefuvius and leaft
1 thould be fuffocatsd, as he was, with the Flames, or
over-whelm’d with the Stcmes which this New Ifland
threw out on every fide. But fecing that there. was
then no danger, I went in company. with the Reverend
Franeis Crifpo, the Latin Bi (hop of Santorini ; who, as
well as myfelf, had not feen it Lefore but a dxﬂance:ci
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and had ‘the fame Curiofity as myfelf to view it and
‘take all the Dimenfions of it. And as our defign was
to go afhore upon it, it potlible, we went direttly to it
to do which, we were obliged to pafs over a Place,
where the Sea fmoak’d very much, but did not bub-
ble. We were no fooner come to this Place, but
we perceived a Heat ftrike upon our Faces ; which
was nothing elfe but the Fumes of the Sulphur, in the
midt of which we were at that time.  One of the
Perfons that were with us, who was naturally more
timerous that the reft, being furpriz’d at this Heat,
and not knowing the caufe of it, asked from whence
it procceded. The Seamen bid him and us put our
Hands into the Water; which we did, and found it
fo very hot, that having taken them out again immedi-
ately, ‘the Bifhop bid them make what hafte they could
away 3 {aying pleafantly, that that Place was too hot to
tarry there long. What furprized and griev’d me ac the
fame time, was, that we were then §0o Paces off from:
the New Ifland, and that I had not time to found the
Depth of this Place. From hence we went diredtly
.aver to that part of the Hland, where it had encreafed
in Length, and where there was more Danger; for
feeing that the Smoak was very thick, which fhowed
that there was a great Fire all thereabout, we did not
think it fafe to go any nearer, and fo fatisfy’d our felves
with viewing only the fpace that was between this New
Il{land and the Leffer Kammeni 5 which I found to be
broader than I imagined, and judged that a Galley
might pafs thro’ the narroweft place of it.  After this,
we went on Shore upon the Great Kamuwseniy that we
might from thence view nearer, and without any Dan-
ger, the whole Burning 1fland, and efpecially that fide
of it which we could fcarce fee from the Cattle of Scare.
From hence it was, that after having well examined all

Particulars, we judged this New lfland to be about
200
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2no' foot in Height, 5 Milés in Circumference, and a
Mile over -at its broadcft: part. :As:to the Form of it
it is oblong, and refembles in-fome teafure the Figurc
of a Dragon; as may be {een by the Defign of it, which
I took from this place.

After having tarried fometime upon-the Gredt Kam-
weni (wherelwe had the pleafure to fee often; not far
off, a great many Stones thrown violently out of the Gult
of Fire, and fall down again with a terrible Noife upon
the Ifland) we took a Refolution to coalt it round, and
to go to the other end of it, not doubting but that we
might get on Shore there, becaufe that; part of the lfland
had not increafed for {everal Months, and there did not
appear any Fire or Smoak there: We were within a
hundred Paces of it, when putting my Hand into the
Water, 1 perceived that it was warm, and that the
further we went the hotter ic grew. At this Inftant the
Mine difcharged itfelf; and the Wind drove upon us
the thick Smeak, which broke out with fuch violence
every time the Mine took Fire: And a Shower of Afhes
and little Stones, ‘not larger than common Hail-Stones,
falling upon us, we were forced againft our will to quit
our defign of going on Shore upon the Ifand at this
Place. This Shower of Stones and Afhes being over,
we retired a little by reafon of the great heat of the
Water ; and letting down our Plummet, we had at this
place 95 Fathom of Water, without finding the Bot-
tom, our Line not being long enough. = Viewing after-
wards the fpace that was at this end between the Ifland
and the Leffer Kammeni, wafound in feveral places that it
was narrower at this fide than at the other ; and that if
the New Ifland fhould continue to grow bigger, {cveral
Rocks, which were already half. above Water, and rofe
up nearer to the Lefler Kammeni, would in time fhut up the
Paflage and joyn both the Iflands together, fo as to makg
a little Port between 'em, which would be. very commo-
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diomszor the Stipping of Sawsvrm.  hireturning after:
whrds t6 the! Galle . of Srenoyiwe palled byithe Lieild
Pore of the 1 efer Kammeni's and(by: eafon of Wsnears
nefs) could Tearcd “boligde: what they::there: told- us,
wiz. That they could not hear there any of the Noife
thar ¢his New'1flend wdde: Which we found o be
true and thee ehe Helaht-of chis licdle Hland whs the
eanfe of 1t |
- During alt the rcft of ‘the time that I tarried 2t S
toriniy 1o tlie tgth of Awguf 1708 (at which time I
came away) the Smoak, Fire, Noife; &c. continued rgxh
the fime as I have now defertbedems that # co fay,
they were 3lwdys pretty moderate. 7

This 55 all that 1 can oy of this Phewowmenosr; all the
Circum{tances of 'which T Have related fomuch the more
taithtully, becaule I was tlie only Perfon at Sentorine
who kept a Journal of what happeried ewery Day-s and
of which 1 had given you an Acéount foonety but that,
m order to make it more comp eat, T waitéd a‘long time
in vaip, it hopes to have feerd and given you an Account
of the End bf 1! ‘From my leaving Srvtorins, 1o this pre-
fent the 6th of Jaiy t78r. Thave received feveral Letters,
and have feen 4nd {poken with £veral Perfons who bave
came from thetiee withfd thefe few Days, and they alt
%!t me, that the New Hhnd grows &ill in Length on
that fide next Rra{z‘z : That it is now about 6 Milesin
contpafl : That as'to the Fire and Noife under grourd,
they  were ‘more ‘moderate than befbre ; which' makts
the Tnhabitants of the Ulhd hope, that they fhall fhose
by Tee an end of it. , |

As for my part, when I confider, that the Paffages
which give vens to the Fire, are very large, and alnoft
in the middle of the fflind ; and that there is mo appear-
ance that the Fire will ever make a Paflage ar the Bot-
tom of the Sea, Y0 as ro, fer the Water 1 1o extinguifh
iy I am of Opimnion, that it may yet lelt Jonger
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than they inragine dnd thae this Phenomensn will. cor
have an end, ‘ull the Minc of Sulphue is enrirely
confumed.

1. An Account of divers Rave Plants; lately ob-
ferved m feveral Curious Gardens absiut Lon-
don, and particularly. the Gompany..of. Apothes
carics Phyfick Garden at Chelfev. By Mr,
Jamies Petiver, FR.S.

Sact L. RareEnglilh Pian;

YOlypedy of ‘the Wall.  Polypodium smrale. pinnuhs

~ A{erratss. ‘Polypedium atterum C. B. in Matthint pag:
837. Fige Polypodiam RQuercinum Gerard. p. 974: Fiz,
Polypodium 2, Tabern. Hiltor, 478. Fig. Pulypodiuw
2.. Filicula Ejuj}i?‘lcdn. 799. Fig, 1. Tabervaemotaniss
Figure, which Cafpar Baubine upon’ Matthiolu; andGerard
have coppy’d, feenis to refamble -this Piant in its Pome-
what waved Wings, and tip.  But the Polypodium minus
Dodon. Pemprad. 464. Pelypodiam Quercinum Joulron.
1132, . Polypodinm 2 Matibioll Lugd. Hiftor. (230,
which, Cafpar Barbine -makes 6 be the {htme whth this,
viz. Polypodinr:romus C. B: pinv 2. 359. us not like i,
bue - a iefs and Oenderer {ort of the Common. " D¢ Fobin
Salvadore, a very Curions Botanifl; fent this lately trom
J3arcelona by the Name of Polypodins majus {errato folio
Burrslier Icon. ikt Rei Herb., Tourrn, 540. T gatliered

this Plant & May 24. 4. D. 1709, on the Walls ‘of e

Viindior Caftie, in the Apartment ofthe Reverend D,
M‘ar{nii{glmmb, then Deam ¢f that Place, an'l now Bithop
of Chicke/ler, whole Son, a very Nice Botani?, firt ob.
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